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JAN 2013
Former PM David Cameron 
talks about the future of the EU, 
adding that he would be in 
favour of a referendum 
discussing the U.K.'s role in the EU.

MAY 2015
The conservative party wins the 
U.K. general elections. One of the 
key points in the election is the 
promise of a referendum on the 
U.K.'s membership of the EU.

FEB 2016
Referendum announced by
David Cameron.

JUN 2016
The U.K. public vote to leave the 
EU by by 51.9% to 48.1%. 
Cameron steps down.

JUL 2016
Theresa May takes over as British 
Prime Minister.

JAN 2017
Theresa May makes a speech 
ruling out remaining in the single 
market or the customs union but 
states that Parliament will have a 
vote on any Brexit deal.

MAR 2017
Article 50 notice is given, 
triggering Brexit, which starts the 
clock on the process of the U.K. 
leaving the EU. The move gives 
Britain and the EU two years to 
negotiate the terms of their 
divorce.

APR 2017
Theresa May calls snap election to 
be held on June 8. 

JUN 2017
The Conservative party loses its 
majority in the general elections, 
but it still emerged as the largest 
party. Theresa May forms a 
government with help of the 
Northern Irish Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP).
 

JAN 2019
Parliament rejects the deal, complicating the U.K.'s departure from the EU slated for March 29.

JUN 2017
The EU and U.K. discuss 
the process and terms 
of Brexit, eventually 
leading to a deadlock 
between the two sides.

MAR 2018
Both sides release 
statements saying they 
have agreed on several 
key issues after the 
U.K. leaves the EU, 
including the status of 
EU citizens in the U.K.

NOV 2018 DEC 2018
Following months of negotia-
tions, the official withdrawal 
agreement is released. The deal 
faced fierce criticism from the 
opposition as well as from 
within Theresa May's own party. 
EU officially endorses 
withdrawal agreement.

Theresa May fixes 
January 14 as the 
date for a vote on 
the Brexit deal in 
parliament.

THE ROAD TO BREXIT

AFTERMATH OF THE BREXIT VOTE

THE NEGOTIATIONS

RIU INTERNATIONAL TRADE SURVEILLANCE
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The United Kingdom as a Major Trading Partner in The European Union:
As shown in the Table-1 and Table-2 below, the U.K. remains as Sri Lanka’s main export destination within the European 
Union. The U.K. is also the second single largest export destination after the U.S.A, absorbing nearly 10% of Sri Lanka’s 
total exports to the world.

Table-1: Sri Lanka’s Total Exports to the EU and the U.K.

Jan.-Dec. 2014 Jan.-Dec. 2015 Jan.-Dec. 2016 Jan.-Dec. 2017 Jan.-Sep. 2018

EU28 (£2167.31) 2,526.31 (£2258.28) 2,632.35 (£2202.72) 2,567.59 (£2319.93) 2,704.21 (£1603.39)1,868.98

United Kingdom (£8700.931) 817.04 (£742.39) 865.36 (£671.30) 782.5 (£644.00) 750.67 (£398.64) 464.67

% Share 32.34% 32.87% 30.48% 27.76% 24.86%

Source: Eurostat and values in Euro / GBP Million

WHAT BREXIT MEANS FOR THE U.K.-SRI LANKA TRADE 
The Role of Preferential Market Access

Compiled by Gothami Silva, Minister, Commercial Section of Sri Lanka High Commission in U.K.

As shown in the  line-graph above, Sri Lanka’s trade with the U.K. has recorded a considerable rise, showing an increase of 
63.49% over a 17-year period. The Balance of Trade has increased by 118.58% in favour of Sri Lanka over the 17-year peri-
od since 2001 to 2017. Exports to the U.K. show a growing trend compared to imports from the U.K., as the latter shows a 
stagnated growth.

The United Kingdom is one of the major trading partners of Sri Lanka, amounting to over 10% of the total annual 
trade. The trade between two countries has been on the upsurge for the last 18 years.  In this context, the GSP+ 
scheme under which Sri Lanka observes a great deal of preferential market access to the European Union including 
the U.K., paves way to an immense potential to further enhance the trade performance between the two countries. 
However, the advent of Brexit gives rise to a new set of concerns to Sri Lanka. Thus preventive measures must be 
taken to secure and maintain the current preferential market access to the U.K. 

Chart-3: Sri Lanka Exports, Imports, Total Trade & Balance of  Trade with the U.K.  
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Table-2: Export and Import Market Shares

Rank of U.K. in Sri Lanka’s Trade Share %

Exports 2 10.10

Imports 16 1.51

Rank of Sri Lanka in U.K.’s Trade Share %

Exports 82 0.05

Imports 56 0.16
Source: SL Customs, ITC Trade Map

 Source: Sri Lanka Customs

Exports 82  Share 0.05%

Imports 16 Share 1.51%Exports 2 Share 10.10%Rank of U.K.in Sri Lanka’sTrade

Rank of Sri Lanka in U.K.’s Trade

Imports 56  Share 0.16%



MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

4

Apparel is the most exported product to the U.K. in the diversified product basket.  However, it is visible that there are 
more opportunities to penetrate the U.K. market through an array of further diversified products.  When considering the 
sectors identified in the National Export Strategy, there is only 0% - 2% exports in the U.K.  Hence, it is important to iden-
tify the market orientation and the capabilities of Sri Lanka to cater the U.K. market in these product sectors.

Figure 2: Sri Lanka’s major export products to the U.K. 

Exports to the U.K.,  2018

Importance of preferential market access for Sri Lanka in the U.K. - A   
case of EU GSP+:

Sri Lanka currently has market access to the European Union, including the U.K. through the current European Union 
scheme of Generalized System of Preferences [Regulation (EU) No 978/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil of 25 October 2012], which came in to effect on the 1st January 2014 for a 10-year cycle and is due to end on the 31st 

December 2023. This scheme aims to support economic growth and job creation in the beneficiary countries by gener-
ating increased export revenue. 

While benefiting from the market access gains offered under preferential import duty concessions under the standard 
GSP Scheme since 01.01.2014, Sri Lanka was readmitted to the EU Special Incentive Arrangement for Sustainable 
Development and Good Governance (GSP Plus) Scheme as from 19th May 2017. 

Sri Lanka’s export to the United Kingdom:

Sri Lanka exports nearly US$ 3.0 bn. worth of goods to the European Union and 29% of these exports are dominated by 
the U.K. amounting to approximately US$ 1.0 bn in 2018.  Even though the other members of the EU are equally strong 
economically, their purchases from Sri Lanka are less than what is purchased by the U.K.  The below images depict the 
export market share and the major products exported to the U.K.

Figure 1: Export market share to the U.K.
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In terms of value of exports from Sri Lanka to the EU28 under GSP+/GSP regime, Sri Lanka’s overall preference utilisation 
rates had been varied from 74% to 56% during the period of 2009 – 2015, showing a downward trend. When compared 
with the overall GSP utilisation rates from 2014 – 2016, Sri Lanka’s performance has not been very impressive with a trend 
consistent with the setbacks experienced after the 2009/2010 period. One of the main reasons for such a marked differ-
ence had been the loss of GSP+ trade regime which offered duty free market access for Sri Lanka since mid-2005 up to 
August 2010.

The Table-4 depicts Sri Lanka’s current overall performances in utilising GSP+ zero tariff concessions offered by the EU 
w.e.f. 19.05.2017, where the utilisation ratio on a monthly basis has gone up from 57.23% in May 2017 to 63.32% in June 
2018. This is considered a healthy trend, when compared to Sri Lanka’s previous utilisation rates of tariff preferences of-
fered by the EU under the Standard GSP Scheme, which stood at below 56%. This also shows that Sri Lanka is yet to reap 
fully the GSP+ zero trade concessions to its full potential by reaching towards a modest utilisation ratio of 70% – 75%, 
before the end of  the current EU-GSP Scheme cycle, i.e. 31.12.2023. One of the major obstacles that goes against realis-
ing the fullest benefits by Sri Lanka is the rigidness of the existing rules of origin and complexities in making use of the 
specific rules of origin, i.e. diagonal and full accumulation of rules of origin. 

Table-4: Sri Lanka’s Performances in Utilising GSP+ Zero Tariff Concessions in the EU and U.K. Markets

PERIOD

Actual GSP Imports 
from SL % Share of 

U.K. Actual 
GSP 

Imports 
from SL

Eligible GSP 
Imports from SL

% Share 
of U.K. 
Eligible 

GSP 
Imports 
from SL

GSP+ Concessions 
Utilization Rate (%)

By U.K. By EU By U.K. By EU U.K. Only Overall

Jan. 2017 31.02 103.23 30.05% 62.24 196.14 31.73% 49.84 52.63

Feb. 2017 20.32 85.03 23.89% 45.98 165.69 27.75% 44.19 51.32

Mar. 2017 35.63 108.45 32.85% 71.08 205.51 34.59% 50.13 52.77

Apr. 2017 32.62 102.48 31.83% 63.80 185.96 34.31% 51.12 55.11

May 2017 30.50 102.18 29.85% 54.69 178.53 30.63% 55.78 57.23

June 2017 30.72 107.04 28.70% 57.10 189.19 30.18% 53.81 56.58

July 2017 33.30 108.43 30.71% 62.45 191.15 32.67% 53.33 56.73

Aug. 2017 33.22 113.07 29.38% 59.95 196.27 30.55% 55.41 57.61

Sep 20-17 34.75 116.32 29.87% 64.35 202.94 31.71% 54.00 57.32

Oct. 2017 25.52 106.09 24.06% 53.28 189.14 28.17% 47.90 56.09

Nov. 2017 23.88 100.91 23.67% 44.45 180.32 24.65% 53.72 55.96

Dec. 2017 24.89 87.37 28.49% 44.81 158.66 28.24% 55.56 55.07

May -Dec 2017 236.79 841.41 28.14% 441.07 1,486.20 29.68% 53.69 56.61

June-Dec 2017 206.29 739.23 27.91% 386.38 1,307.67 29.55% 53.39 56.53

Jan.-Dec. 2017 356.38 1,240.61 28.73% 684.18 2,239.50 30.55% 52.09 55.40

Jan. 2018 26.26 115.35 22.77% 52.60 206.11 25.52% 49.93 55.97

Feb. 2018 27.83 93.30 29.83% 47.76 165.88 28.79% 58.28 56.25

Mar. 2018 35.09 117.27 29.92% 57.90 199.94 28.96% 60.60 58.65

Apr. 2018 29.89 115.79 25.82% 54.63 199.50 27.39% 54.72 58.04

May 2018 30.74 109.25 28.14% 48.06 173.65 27.68% 63.96 62.91

June 2018 31.14 123.07 25.30% 50.94 194.36 26.21% 61.12 63.32

Jan – June 2018 180.95 674.03 26.85% 311.89 1,139.44 27.37% 58.02 59.15

Source: Eurostat and values in Euro Million
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In terms of the U.K.’s imports from Sri Lanka under GSP+, the picture somewhat mirrors the EU pattern, but the trends 
have been mixed throughout June 2017 – June 2018 period. This may be attributable to the setbacks and volatility in 
retail activities being witnessed in the U.K. market due to uncertainty in the pre and post Brexit processes.   This will be 
very critical for all sectors across the board, as the U.K. absorbs a large quantum of Sri Lanka’s export merchandises.

As shown in the Table-5, the apparel industry (HS Chapters 61+62) has been the biggest beneficiary of GSP+ tariff con-
cessions having shares of 77% and 70% in January-December 2017 and January – June 2018 periods respectively. It 
is followed by the added value rubber product sector and fisheries sector, which generally face high Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) duties in the EU (& U.K.) market, in the absence of GSP/GSP+ trade concessions. The fishery sector is also 
considered yet another beneficiary of GSP+ trade concessions and aiming to reap the deserving benefits, after disastrous 
performances during 2015 – 2016 period due to the import ban imposed by the EU.  Similarly, many other sectors have 
benefitted from GSP+ zero tariff concessions enabling them to emerge from stagnation.  

Table-5: Use of GSP Plus Trade Concessions by Sri Lanka in Key Sectors – in EU and U.K. Markets

HS 
Code Description

Values in Euro Millions
U.K. Imports from Sri Lanka 

as a % total EU Imports from 
Sri Lanka

Jan.-
Dec. 
2016

Jan.-
Dec. 
2017

Jan-
June 
2018

Jan.-
Dec. 
2016

Jan.-
Dec. 
2017

Jan-
June 
2018

Jan.-
Dec. 
2016

Jan.-Dec. 
2017

Jan-June 
2018

EU28 EU28 EU28 U.K. U.K. U.K.

61
Articles of Apparel and 
Clothing Accessories, 
Knitted or Crocheted

891.43 931.36 439.00 301.49 296.59 120.25 33.82 31.85 27.39

62

Articles of Apparel and 
Clothing Accessories, 
Not Knitted or Cro-
cheted

578.42 609.50 330.13 291.01 276.05 138.93 50.31 45.29 42.09

40
Rubber and Articles 
Thereof 264.71 270.89 137.85 33.09 34.24 13.98 12.50 12.64 10.14

09
Coffee, Tea, Maté 
and Spices 135.02 140.87 72.58 14.50 17.04 6.74 10.74 12.10 9.29

85

Electrical Machinery 
and Equipment and 
Parts Thereof; Sound 
Recorders and Repro-
ducers, Television Im-
age and Sound Record-
ers and Reproducers, 
and Parts and Accesso-
ries of Such Articles

60.65 67.81 34.35 5.31 4.57 1.95 8.75 6.74 5.67

03
Fish and Crustaceans, 
Molluscs And Other 
Aquatic Invertebrates

31.46 63.04 44.73 3.65  9.92 6.18 11.60 15.73 13.81

84

Nuclear Reactors, 
Boilers, Machinery and 
Mechanical Appliances; 
Parts Thereof

53.69 58.58 36.87 5.80  7.95 5.95 10.81 13.57 16.15

21
Miscellaneous Edible 
Preparations 38.04 49.15 27.53 3.80 4.65 2.22 10.00 9.46 8.07
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Way forward with the U.K. market:

Despite services exports are not benefiting through GSP+ concessions, the trade potential for the services sector is prom-
ising.  Efforts need to be explored to enhance trade between U.K. and Sri Lanka by promoting more services exports to 
this market.  In this regard, Sri Lanka looks forward to promoting ICT/BPM and Wellness Tourism to further promote Sri 
Lanka’s exports in the U.K. to secure the share and get the support of the  Sri Lankan diaspora in the United Kingdom in 
such promotions.

In the goods sector, Table-6 lists out a few key product sectors, which have potential to be exported to the U.K. using 
the GSP+ concessions. These products are at present sourced by the U.K. from the extra-EU countries. Therein lies a huge 
potential for Sri Lanka to significantly increase its presence in the U.K. market, while benefiting from the GSP+ Trade 
concessions.

    Table-6: Products having potentials to be exported to the U.K.

Hs Code Description

U.K.'s 
imports 
from Sri 

Lanka

SL's 
exports to 

world
Rank/48

U.K.'s 
imports 

from world

Potential 
Trade Rank/48

'2710

Petroleum oils and oils obtained 
from bituminous minerals 
(excluding crude); preparations 
containing 

-   294,578 5 16,603,603 16,603,603 4

'8905
Light-vessels, fire-floats, dredg-
ers, floating cranes, and other 
vessels the navigability of 

-   183,373 7 1,178,378 1,178,378 39

'4011 New pneumatic tyres, of rubber 7,486 182,156 8 2,745,481 2,737,995 18

'7102

Diamonds, whether or not 
worked, but not mounted or set 
(excluding unmounted stones 
for pick-up ...

21 87,915 11 2,435,658 2,435,637 21

'2106 Food preparations, n.e.s. 4,842 81,278 12 1,905,930 1,901,088 29

'8431
Parts suitable for use solely or 
principally with the machinery 
of heading 8425 to 8430, n.e.s.

4,916 69,512 13 1,973,486 1,968,570 27

'8544
Insulated "incl. enamelled or an-
odised" wire, cable "incl. coaxial 
cable" and other insulated ...

430 64,509 14 4,510,330 4,509,900 9

'8803 Parts of aircraft and spacecraft of 
heading 8801 or 8802, n.e.s. 328 54,815 16 4,917,941 4,917,613 7

'8504
Electrical transformers, static 
converters, e.g. rectifiers, and 
inductors; parts thereof

4,254 41,525 17 2,115,945 2,111,691 24

'3923
Articles for the conveyance or 
packaging of goods, of plastics; 
stoppers, lids, caps and other 

1,686 39,934 18 2,419,771 2,418,085 23

'3926
Articles of plastics and articles of 
other materials of heading 3901 
to 3914, 

2,510 35,461 19 2,421,606 2,419,096 22
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In the goods sector, Table-6 lists out a few of key product sectors, which have potential to be exported to the U.K. using 
the GSP+ concessions. These products are at present sourced by the U.K. from Extra-EU Countries. Therein lies the huge 
potential for Sri Lanka to significantly increase its presence in the U.K. market, while benefiting from the GSP+ Trade 
concessions.

Post-Brexit situation:

In a scenario of the U.K. leaving the EU with/without a trade deal, the main preoccupation of the GOSL will be, at least 
to secure the existing market access opportunities, which Sri Lanka is currently enjoying under the EU-GSP+ Scheme. 
However, in view of the U.K.’s long-standing favourable policies of trade and development with developing countries in 
the form of tariff and non-tariff concessions, it is highly unlikely that the U.K. will entirely terminate the EU-GSP+ Scheme 
when it leaves the EU after March 2019. Rather, the current EU-GSP Scheme will be continued over a period until the U.K. 
comes up with its own preferential tariff scheme outlining the criteria for selecting beneficiary countries, rules of origin 
and other measures.

Considering that Sri Lanka currently benefits from a positive and growing balance in its merchandize trade with the U.K., 
it is important for Sri Lanka to be able to enjoy the existing GSP+ concessions for some time until it is graduated from 
the scheme, few years after it first reaches the threshold of the World Bank ranking of Upper-Middle Income category.  
Sri Lanka does not have many years to be complacent of its current status. Therefore, a dialogue with the British govern-
ment has already commenced at a very high level, which aims to ensure that Sri Lanka will continue to  reap the benefits 
through an array of measures implemented by the U.K. Government in the form of tariff and non-tariff  concessions. In a 
scenario of the U.K. leaving the EU with/without a trade deal with the EU, it is imperative  that Sri Lanka’s trade position 
with the U.K. secured.

In this context, the Research Intelligence Unit (RIU), in association with the Sri Lankan High Commission in London, will be 
maintaining on-going surveillance on the Brexit situation as it evolves highlighting its critical impact and consequences 
for current and perspective U.K. – Sri Lankan exporters/importers.
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01ST JANUARY TO 
28TH OF FEBRUARY

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

BREXIT NEWS UPDATES
01st January to 01st of February

No deal Brexit ultimatum: Brussels warned U.K. will go it 
alone - ‘We are preparing’ 
Ministers are to dramatically accelerate preparations for a no-deal Brexit as the crunch 
Commons vote on Theresa May’s EU withdrawal plan looms, a senior Tory frontbencher 
will reveal on Thursday. Read more…

Brexit Live: Ireland Gloats as it hoovers up investment after 
U.K.-based firms jump ship
IRELAND’s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar has charmed an eye-watering 55 investments from 
firms which jumped ship in the aftermath of Brexit, it has been revealed. The Republic 
of Ireland has swooped in and secured a whopping 4,500 new jobs from Brexit- related 
investments over a 12 month period, including Bank of America, Morgan Stanley and Bar-
clays. State-run investment agency IDA Ireland announced total employment in Dublin 
reached 229,057, with chief executive Martin Shanahan boasting that international inves-
tors were seeking “stability and certainty” post-Brexit. Read more…

Brexit Latest: EU ’No Negotiation’ Talk dampens Sterling- 
(GBP) Sterling starts to lose ground as pm may stuck 
between a rock and a hard place
With one week to go before U.K. PM Theresa May’s bill goes before the House to be voted 
on, the EU has reiterated that the current offer is final and will not be amended, despite 
PM May seeking further amendments to the bill. Unless there are further amendments, 
especially on the Irish backstop, PM May is likely to be defeated in the vote, leaving a no 
deal/WTO rules Brexit a very real possibility. According to European Commission spokes-
man MargaritisSchinas, the current Brexit deal on the table is the best and only deal pos-
sible. Mr. Schinas said that ‘there is no negotiation because everything on the table has 
been established as approved, established, achieved.’ He said that the priority now is to 
await events, adding that there will not be any meetings between the two sides negoti-
ating teams. Read more…
 

EU preparing to delay Brexit until at least July
The EU is preparing to delay Brexit until at least July after concluding that Theresa May is 
doomed to fail in getting her deal through parliament.
The country’s 29 March deadline for exiting the EU is now regarded by Brussels as highly 
unlikely to be met given the domestic opposition facing the prime minister and it is ex-
pecting a request from London to extend article 50 in the coming weeks. A special lead-
ers’ summit to push back Brexit day is expected to be convened by the European council 
president, Donald Tusk, once a U.K. request is received. EU officials said the length of the 
prolongation of the negotiating period allowed under article 50 would be determined 
based on the reason put forward by May for the delay. Read more...
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https://bywire.news/blog/no-deal-brexit-ultimatum-brussels-warned-uk-will-go-it-alone-we-are-preparing/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1066425/brexit-latest-theresa-may-angela-merkel-eu-assurances-meaningful-vote-withdrawal-agreement
https://www.dailyfx.com/forex/market_alert/2019/01/08/Brexit-Latest-EU-No-Negotiation-Talk-Dampens-Sterling-GBP.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/13/eu-preparing-to-delay-brexit-until-at-least-july
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Theresa May refuses to rule out Brexit article 50 extension
Theresa May has declined to categorically rule out an extension to article 50 on the eve of the 
parliamentary vote on her Brexit deal, saying she wanted to deliver a “smooth and orderly” 
departure from the EU. Read more...

May suffers heaviest parliamentary defeat of a British PM in 
the democratic era MPs vote down EU withdrawal agreement 
in resounding defeat for prime minister
Theresa May has sustained the heaviest parliamentary defeat of any British prime minister 
in the democratic era after MPs rejected her Brexit deal by a resounding majority of 230.The 
prime minister immediately announced that she would welcome a vote of no confidence in 
her own government, and would make time for it on Wednesday. The Labour leader, Jeremy 
Corbyn, quickly confirmed he had tabled the motion, with the support of the leaders of all 
other opposition parties. Read more...

Brexit vote: European ‘surprise’ at scale of defeat
European newspapers and broadcasters have reacted with 
surprise to the scale, if not the fact, of U.K. Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s Commons defeat on her Brexit deal.
Although few are willing to predict what happens next, many expect a delay to the 29 March 
deadline for Britain to leave the European Union.
‘A new dynamic’
In France, the centre-left daily Le Monde calls the defeat “more stinging than the most alarming 
prediction”, and wonders whether Mrs May can “survive politically, as cosmetic operations will 
not be enough to change MPs’ minds”.
“This launches a new dynamic. Anything is now possible in both the British political scene and 
the future of Brexit”
The centre-right Figaro says the “most important defeat in the history of British parliamentary 
democracy has plunged the country a little deeper into chaos” - a point also made by the left-
wing daily Liberation. Read more...

Brexit: An ‘escape room’ with no escape
Brexit is beginning to look a lot like an “escape room” with no exit. An escape room is an increas-
ingly popular adventure game that requires participants to solve a series of puzzles before they 
can leave the room and advance into another one with additional riddles. Brexit now seems to 
be a riddle that can’t be solved, after U.K.. lawmakers voted down Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
plan to leave the European Union. This means there’s no way to “win,” yet no clear way to end 
the game that began with a 2016 referendum. Read more...

Theresa May’s Brexit plan B talks descend into acrimony 
U.K.. prime minister takes uncompromising stance in cross-party talks Theresa May’s talks with 
opposition parties about a Brexit plan B descended into acrimony on Thursday after she told 
MPs she could not make substantial changes to her existing plan despite it being overwhelm-
ingly rejected by the Commons. Read more...

14
15

16

17

18

JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/14/theresa-may-refuses-to-rule-out-brexit-article-50-extension
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/15/theresa-may-loses-brexit-deal-vote-by-majority-of-230
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46892422
http://theconversation.com/brexit-an-escape-room-with-no-escape-109935
https://www.ft.com/content/c0138c7c-1a4b-11e9-9e64-d150b3105d21
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Voters would back remaining in EU over May’s Brexit deal 
Opinium poll for the Observer finds only 35% of voters would 
back Theresa May’s deal if remain was an option
 The Channel Tunnel entrance in France. The poll found that in a referendum offering Theresa 
May’s deal and remaining in the EU, 45% would choose the latter. Photograph: Pascal Rossign-
ol/Reuters

Voters would back staying in the European Union over accepting Theresa May’s Brexit deal, 
according to a new Opinium poll for the Observer. Read more...

Theresa May Survives No-Confidence Vote in British 
Parliament
Prime Minister Theresa May narrowly survived a vote of no-confidence in Parliament on 
Wednesday, but that did little to quell the turmoil gripping the British government over her 
plan to leave the European Union, coming a day after she suffered a historic defeat on that 
proposal. Read more...

No 10 hits out at MPs trying to delay article 50 to avert no deal
Downing Street has said it is “extremely concerning” that MPs could attempt to override the 
government to suspend or delay the article 50 process to leave the EU in their effort to prevent 
a no-deal Brexit.
A slew of backbench amendments are expected to be attached to the prime minister’s state-
ment on Monday on the way forward for the Brexit withdrawal agreement. 
Read more

BREXIT LIVE: May hit by TRADE DISASTER - shock Border Force 
warning sparks freight concern
A NO-DEAL Brexit will plunge cross-Channel freight trade into a deep crisis, according to a 
Border Force document omitted from public no-deal documentation.
The paper presents an estimation of what could happen in case of a no-deal Brexit to this in-
dustry and reveals the trade could drop by between 75 percent and 87 percent for six months 
after March 29 if Great Britain leaves without an agreement with Brussels. 
Read more...

Companies press Brexit panic button in further blow to 
Theresa May
P&O opts for Cypriot flag, Sony confirms HQ move and Pets at Home stockpiles cat food. The 
scale of no-deal panic gripping major companies has been thrown into sharp focus by a series 
of damage-limitation announcements, as corporate Britain signalled it is running out of pa-
tience with Westminster gridlock. Read more...

Michael Kerkloh discusses Brexit risks, drones, and 
capacity and charges
Dr Michael Kerkloh, President of ACI EUROPE and CEO of Munich Airport, commented on the 
potential impact of Brexit, recent drone disruptions and the need for alignment in airport ca-
pacity, investment and user charges, at ACI Europe’s New Year Reception. At its annual New 
Year Reception¹ in the European Parliament, ACI Europe provided an overview of the burning 
issues the airport industry is facing in the year ahead. Read more...
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Brexit: EU could move on ‘red lines’, says U.K. chancellor
Commons Leader Andrea Leadsom tells News night the EU could grant the U.K.. a “couple of 
extra weeks” to finalise Brexit. The EU could be ready to drop some of its “red lines” from the 
Brexit deal it struck with the U.K. to “help” save it, Chancellor Philip Hammond has said. He did 
not believe the EU would scrap the backstop plan to keep the border open between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland. But some EU leaders were “looking at what they can do” to change it. Read 
more...

Ireland dismisses suggestion it should quit EU and join U.K.
BBC’s John Humphrys criticised for putting ‘Brexit solution’ to Irish minister Ireland’s Europe 
minister, Helen McEntee, said 92% of Irish people wanted to remain in the EU, and that figure 
had risen since Brexit. Photograph: Julien Warnand/EPA Ireland has dismissed the suggestion 
that the best solution to the Brexit impasse might be for the country to quit the EU and join 
the U.K. Read more...

How the U.K.’s economy can find new footing regardless of 
Brexit outcome
Losing a substantial piece of its dominant industry - finance - could be a blessing in disguise 
Brexit basically assures that Britain will lose a substantial piece of its dominant industry — 
finance, a good portion of which is scrambling to relocate to cities in Europe. But the May 
government has initiatives to grow other sectors. Read more...

 

May has ruled out Corbyn’s customs union plan – No 10
Theresa May is to update MPs on her Brexit progress on Tuesday, a day earlier than previously 
announced, No 10 has said, while stressing the prime minister had completely ruled out Jere-
my Corbyn’s proposal of a departure deal involving customs union membership. Read more...

May to ask MPs for further fortnight’s grace in Brexit talks
Theresa May hopes to convince the House of Commons on Tuesday to give her another fort-
night’s grace to keep pushing for changes to the Irish backstop – despite the insistence of 
Michel Barnier that it is Britain that must compromise.  Read more..

Theresa May promises meaningful vote after more talks 
with EU
Theresa May has promised MPs a final, decisive vote on her Brexit deal with the EU - but not 
until she has secured changes to the Irish backstop clause.
Read more...

25
26
28

11

12

JANUARY

JANUARY

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-46999458
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-46999458
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/26/john-humphrys-suggests-ireland-could-quit-eu-and-join-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/jan/26/john-humphrys-suggests-ireland-could-quit-eu-and-join-uk
https://www.thenational.ae/business/comment/how-the-uk-s-economy-can-find-new-footing-regardless-of-brexit-outcome-1.818918
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/11/brexit-theresa-may-rules-out-jeremy-corbyn-customs-union-plan-rory-stewart
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/11/may-to-ask-mps-for-further-fortnights-grace-in-brexit-talks
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-47206286


MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

13

Blow to May’s authority as MPs reject her motion by 303 votes
to 258 - as it happened
Theresa May suffered a humiliating defeat in the Commons over her approach to Brexit. MPs 
rejected her motion by a majority of 45 and, while the defeat will have no practical effect, it 
will make it harder for the prime minister to argue to the EU that she has a Commons majority 
behind her Brexit strategy. Read more...

Britain’s next Brexit flashpoint - What happens in parliament 
on Feb. 26/27?
London (Reuters) - British Prime Minister Theresa May faces another trial by parliament this 
month when she must tell lawmakers what progress she has made in talks with the European 
Union, as patience in her party wears thin and the risk of a disorderly Brexit rises.
Read more...

Government defeated on Brexit next steps motion
The Government’s motion, asking for the continued support of the House in negotiating the 
UK’s exit from the EU according to the approach which won a majority of MPs on 29 January 
2019, was defeated. Read more...

Theresa May Travels to Europe for Brexit Talks but Key 
Disagreement Remains
British Prime Minister Theresa May, who will be traveling to European Union headquarters to 
seek an elusive breakthrough in Brexit negotiations, was told Tuesday on the eve of the talks 
that her most important demand is not even up for discussion.  Read more...

Theresa May urges Tory MPs to unite and back deal
Theresa May has written to all 317 Tory MPs, urging them to unite behind a Brexit deal while 
warning them “history will judge us all” over the process. Read more...

Companies moving out as Brexit looms
Amid Brexit jitters as the deadline approaches, Japanese car maker Honda announced Tues-
day it will close in 2021 its plant in the southwestern English town of Swindon, putting 3,500 
jobs at risk. Read more...

Brexit backstop: Theresa May to put new proposals to EU
Theresa May will present the EU with new legal proposals to solve the Irish backstop issue on 
Wednesday, which Downing Street hopes will be enough to convince Eurosceptics to back her 
Brexit deal. Read more...

May in Brussels again, seeking Brexit movement
British Prime Minister Theresa May makes another trip to Brussels on Wednesday, hoping Euro-
pean Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker may prove more yielding than of late to salvage 
her Brexit deal. Read more...
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Theresa May faces ministerial revolt over no-deal Brexit
Theresa May is facing the most serious cabinet revolt of her premiership next week, with as 
many as 25 members of the government ready to vote for a Brexit delay unless she rules out 
“no deal” – in a move that will challenge her to sack them. Read more...

Two senior Tories ready to resign if May fails to change Brexit 
direction
Two senior Conservatives have said they are ready to resign from the party if it does not 
change its direction on Brexit, after three of their colleagues joined eight former Labour MPs 
in a breakaway group in parliament. Read more...

Dozens of Tory MPs ready to block no-deal Brexit, May warned
Dozens of Conservative MPs are prepared to vote against the government in order to block 
the UK leaving the EU without a deal, one of the leaders of a group of more than 100 Tory pol-
iticians has said. Read more...

Michel Barnier says there is high chance of ‘accidental’ no-deal 
Brexit
Michel Barnier has said he is more concerned than ever after a week of talks with Theresa May 
and the British negotiators that has left Brussels fearing an accidental no-deal Brexit in five 
weeks. Read more...

Brexit: Irish government hopes no-deal plan ‘sits on shelf’
Simon Coveney unveiled the wide-ranging bill on Friday, bringing together work by nine gov-
ernment departments. Read more...

Minister hints that Theresa May might extend article 50
The defence minister Tobias Ellwood has hinted that Theresa May could be poised to propose 
an extension to article 50 and confirmed that if she does not, he is “tempted” to vote for a delay 
to Brexit. Read more...

Morning mail: boat scare founders, Brexit delay, Dolly Parton’s 
world
Brexit could be delayed until 2021 under plans being explored by the EU’s most senior officials, 
at a time of growing exasperation over Theresa May’s handling of the talks, the Guardian can 
reveal. A lengthy extension of the negotiating period is said by EU sources to be favoured by 
Donald Tusk, the European council president, should the Commons continue to reject May’s 
deal. Read more...

Brexit: May increasingly likely to accept article 50 extension, 
minister suggests - Politics live
This is what the Press Association has filed from the government briefing about Theresa May’s 
meeting with Angela Merkel, the German chancellor, this morning, The prime minister is meet-
ing European commission president Jean-Claude Juncker on Monday as part of her talks with 
EU leaders in Sharm El Sheikh, a senior UK government official said.

The official said May had a “good, friendly” 45-minute meeting with Merkel on the fringes of 
the EU-League of Arab States summit they are attending. Read more...
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Jeremy Corbyn comes out for a second referendum on Brexit
Britain’s opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn said on Monday night that his party would back 
plans for a second public vote on Brexit.

Mr Corbyn told a meeting of his party’s MPs that he would push for a new referendum if 
Labour’s plans are defeated in parliament on Wednesday.  Read more..

Theresa May to propose delaying Brexit if her own deal and 
‘no-deal’ rejected by MPs
Prime Minister Theresa May has announced that if her deal or a no-deal Brexit is rejected by 
MPs in the House of Commons then her government will propose delaying the UK’s exit from 
the European Union. Read more...

Jeremy Corbyn U-turns and signals Labour backing for a sec-
ond Brexit referendum: Brexit News for Tuesday 26 February
Jeremy Corbyn has backed another Brexit referendum for the first time, telling Labour MPs 
a fresh vote might be needed to “prevent a damaging Tory Brexit”. After months of intense 
lobbying by many of his MPs the Labour leader announced this evening that he was “com-
mitted to also putting forward or supporting an amendment in favour of a public vote” once 
the party’s plans for a permanent customs union are almost certainly defeated later this week. 
Read more...

Hardline Tory Brexiters split as MPs overwhelmingly back 
move to allow vote to extend article 50 – Politics live
The voting turned out to be more interesting than we expected. Of the four big Brexit debates 
held this year, that was the first that did not involve Theresa May losing a vote. Two things 
stand out about that final division. Read more

Prime Minister’s Questions: 27 February 2019
Today, Prime Minister Theresa May took questions from MPs on Brexit, public spending and 
homelessness. Leader of the Opposition, Jeremy Corbyn, asked about the causes of slow eco-
nomic growth, Bank of England forecasts and poverty levels. Read more

More than 100 Tory MPs revolt over Brexit Article 50 as 
Eurosceptics accuse Theresa May of ‘buckling’
More than 100 Tory MPs have rebelled against the Government as Eurosceptics refused to 
back Theresa May’s plans to give the Commons a vote on extending Article 50. Read more

MPs back May’s new Brexit strategy as EU warns of delay 
conditions
LONDON, Feb 28 — British MPs agreed yesterday to give Prime Minister Theresa May more 
time to work on her EU withdrawal deal after she promised they could delay Brexit if necessary, 
but European leaders warned that any postponement would come with conditions.
Read more
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