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The Research Intelligence Unit (RIU) is a pioneering research firm that values innovation, creativity, 

market intelligence and integrity.  We offer research based consulting focused on several key sectors 
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Foreword 

An upward incline in the market is always good news but also carries with it 

the demand of hard work, greater requirements on knowledge and data as 

well as rising competition. Following a good year for the Sri Lankan real 

estate industry last year, 2018 promises to be another exciting year that has 

already witnessed the enactment of several government initiatives that we 

expect will serve to build international investor confidence.  

For the 3rd consecutive time RIU has successfully concluded its investor 

forum in London which offers a platform for investors to explore investment 

opportunities in Sri Lanka as well as for local companies to meet potential 

investors. During the event we carried out a survey to get a pulse of the 

investors and this document summaries the findings of the survey. 

Exciting times await with the Port city now getting into gear whilst the 

government long-term objectives envisioned in the Megapolis plan has also 

started to unravel. As such, Sri Lanka remains to be on course for steady 

growth in all real estate market segments so long as foreign investor interest 

is converted into actionable outcomes.  

This report is a part of RIU’s ongoing commitment to keep its subscribers 

updated on the latest developments in the market. We hope you find this 

report to be useful as an accurate investor sentiment update of the real 

estate market in Sri Lanka. Trust you will get in touch with us for your more 

specific needs. 

 

 

Roshan Madawela 

Founder & CEO - RIU   



Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Explanation 

Bn Billion 

BSI Business Sentiment Index 

CAGR Compound Annual Growth Rate 

CBSL Central Bank of Sri Lanka 

CSD Census & Statistics Department 

CSE Colombo Stock Exchange 

FDI Foreign Direct Investment 

GDP Gross Domestic Product 

Mn Million 

RIU Research Intelligence Unit 

SLTDA Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority 

sq.ft Square Feet 

Tn Trillion 

UDA Urban Development Authority 

UK United Kingdom 

US$ United States Dollars 

  



The forum was attended by prominent personalities including the high commissioner and a member of the EU 

parliament 
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